Bills of Local Interest
HB 333 Changes the law regarding named-storm, hurricane, and wind and hail deductibles on homeowner’s
and certain fire and allied lines insurance policies. Deductibles will apply annually rather than separately.
HB 729 Provides worker’s compensation coverage for volunteer firefighters
HB612 Creates an alternative high school curriculum that focuses on technical trade skills instead of
college
HB 517 Protects health care professionals who refuse to perform an abortion
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HB516 Establishes the Center of Excellence for Autism Spectrum Disorder
HB 673 Allows service credit for certain furloughed members of Teachers’ Retirement System and Louisiana State Employees
Retirement System
HB551 Requires the labeling of Chinese seafood sold in Louisiana
The following roads and intersections have also been approved for improvements in Livingston Parish

Location
LA 447 from LA 1019 to La 63
LA 64 (Amite River Bridge @ Magnolia)
LA 1024 from LA 16 to LA 447
LA 16 @ LA 22
LA 1036
LA64 & LA16
LA 442-Parish Line
US 190 & LA 1019
Tickfaw Bridge near Starns
LA 1019-End of Control @ Amite River
Walker Park & Ride

Amount
$4,649,000
$24,415,000
$3,264,000
$550,000
$5,500,000
$2,593,791
$2,217,286
$3,188,506
$3,415,802
$267,512
$625,000

Type
Overlay
New Bridge
Overlay
Realign Curve
Overlay
Intersection
Overlay
Overlay
Bridge Replacement
Overlay
Ped/Bike Pathway & Park

T
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he widening of I-12
to improve traffic
flow in Livingston
Parish and for improved
safety continues to be a top
priority. The work has begun
on I-12 and an additional $24
million has been appropriated
to extend the widening of the
interstate closer to the Walker
exit. The Livingston area
legislators are working with the
Congressional Delegation to
obtain additional funding for
this critical project.
The 2009 Legislative Session
required legislators to deal
with less and we were forced
to develop a budget utilizing
approximately $1.3 billion less
revenue than was available last
year. We had to prioritize, cut
corners, and stretch every dollar
as should be the case every year.
Most important, we were able
to develop a balanced budget
without raising taxes.

Additionally, we passed
meaningful
anti-crime
legislation, including stronger
DWI laws and laws to protect
our children from sexual
predators, insurance legislation
to limit hurricane deductibles
to an annual rather than per
storm basis, and legislation
aimed at reducing the high
school dropout rate and making
our highways safer.
I consider it an honor to
serve as your Representative
in the State Legislature
for Livingston Parish. I
welcome your comments and
recommendations as we work
together to improve Livingston
Parish and Louisiana. Please
send us your e-mail address
to poper@legis.state.la.us so we
may correspond on important
issues that come before the
legislature.

J. Rogers Pope
House District 71
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State Representative J. Rogers Pope

2009 Regular Session Highlights

Budget Stabilization Fund
House Concurrent Resolution 236 re-

stored $100 million in higher education
funding while trimming higher education
spending by under 5%. Another $45 million
was dedicated to hospitals and nursing homes
that serve the citizens of this state. This compromise preserves the state’s “Rainy Day”
Fund for the coming years.

Mega-Fund
Senate Bill 283 (Act 1) expanded the types

of projects eligible for investments from the
state’s Mega-Project Development Fund. A
subsequent $50 million investment from
the fund helped save the 1,300-employee
Pilgrim’s Pride plant now owned by Foster
Farms. The new law still requires a substantial return on the state’s investment as measured by projected tax revenues and limits the
state’s investment to 30% of the total cost of
the project.

Streamlining State Government
Senate Bill 261 (Act 491) creates the Com-

mission on Streamlining Government to
examine every state agency’s programs and
services to determine which can be eliminated, streamlined, consolidated, privatized, or
outsourced in an effort to reduce the size of
state government and create savings through
greater efficiencies.

Tax Amnesty
House Bill 720 (Act 519) will increase state

revenues by encouraging the payment of delinquent taxes. Between September 1 and
October 31, 2009, eligible taxpayers who pay
all owed taxes in full plus half of the interest due will not have to pay penalties or the
remaining half of accrued interest.

Colleges/Universities
House Bill 794 (Act 309) creates the Post-

secondary Education Review Commission to
review all aspects of postsecondary education
in the state, including governance, facilities,
all programs, funding, and other issues, to
ensure that the enterprise is operating efficiently, effectively, and in a manner that best
serves students, their families, and the state.
The commission must submit its findings to
the Board of Regents and the Louisiana Legislature.

High School Curriculum
House Bill 612 (Act 298) and Senate Bill
259 (Act 246) provide for separate high

school diplomas for the academic major and
the career major and provide for required
courses in the career major.

Student Behavior
Senate Bill 223 (Act 240) authorizes a

teacher to remove from class a pupil who
violates the school’s code of conduct or exhibits other disruptive, dangerous, or unruly
behavior and requires the principal to provide notification to the pupil’s parent or legal
guardian.

House Bill 688 (Act 302) creates the crime
of unlawful disruption of the operation of a
school, which includes intimidation or harassment of a teacher or student by force or
threat of force and disruption, obstruction, or
interference with the operation of the school,
by a person not authorized to be on school
premises.
Juveniles
Senate Bill 347 (Act 261) strengthens the
penalties for contributing to the delinquency
of a juvenile involved in a crime of violence or
felony drug offense.
Child Protection
House Bill 703 (Act 221) mandates that
the Department of Social Services conduct
background checks of potential employees
whose duties would include the investigation
of the neglect of children, supervisory or disciplinary authority over children, direct care
of a child, or the performance of licensing
surveys. The law also authorizes the department to receive criminal history record information on persons receiving services from the
office of community services.
House Bill 784 (Act 47) requires the Department of Social Services to search the
central registry of justified abuse and neglect
to assess potential employees who would
be working with children and prohibits the
department from hiring certain employees
found to pose a risk to children.

Sex Offenders
House Bill 476 (Act 210) creates the crime

of knowingly allowing a sex offender physical
access to a day care center, residential home,
community home, group home child care facility, or family child day care home. The law
also prohibits sex offenders from being within
1,000 feet of such facilities and from volunteering where they would engage in direct
contact with children.

House Bill 366 (Act 205) adds penalties
for sex offenders who refuse or fail to submit to mandatory electronic monitoring and
mandates an evaluation of every sex offender
and child predator required to register under
state law.

Work-Release Locations
House Bill 50 (Act 151) prohibits the loca-

tion of housing for individuals participating
in work-release programs within 1,000 feet of
any school or child day care center.

Internet Pornography
Senate Bill 145 (Act 193) creates the crime

of unauthorized use of a wireless router system for downloading, uploading, or selling
pornography involving juveniles. When the
victim is under 13, the minimum penalty
increases to 25 years’ imprisonment at hard
labor.

Racketeering
House Bill 297 (Act 91) mandates a five-

year minimum sentence for securities crimes
in excess of $10,000. The maximum penalties for racketeering are a fine of $1 million
and imprisonment at hard labor for 50 years.
This legislation was introduced after it became known that numerous Louisiana citizens were victims of the $8 billion fraud committed by the Stanford Group.

Caller ID Spoofing
Senate Bill 29 (Act 105) outlaws hiding

one’s identity by modifying caller ID information with the intent to mislead, defraud, or
deceive the recipient of the telephone call.

Sales/Tobacco
House Bill 368 (Act 162) prohibits the sale

of tobacco products from most self-service
displays in order to prevent persons under the
age of 18 from purchasing tobacco products.

Firearms
House Bill 44 (Act 150) creates the crime

of reckless discharge of a firearm at an authorized parade or demonstration.

Animal Attacks
House Bill 155 (Act 199) adds death and

injury caused by a dog or other animal when
the owner is negligent in restraining the animal to the definitions of negligent injuring
and negligent homicide.

Controlled Substances
House Bill 890 (Act 314) provides that

non-prescription compounds, such as sinus
medicine, that can be used to make crystal
meth may be sold only by licensed pharmacists and requires monitoring of such sales.

DWI Laws
House Bill 445 (Act 288) increases driver’s

license suspension periods for refusal to submit to a chemical test when stopped for suspicion of driving while intoxicated.

Senate Bill 166 (Act 236) criminalizes the operation
of a motor vehicle by anyone whose driving privileges
have been suspended for certain prior offenses.
Boating
House Bill 636 (Act 513) provides that no one
whose driving privileges have been suspended for intoxication or refusal to submit to a chemical test may
operate a watercraft during the suspension. The law
also requires anyone 16 years of age or younger to
wear a life jacket or preserver in a watercraft less than
26 feet long and powered by an outboard motor.
House Bill 232 (Act 5) requires a drug test to be
performed on the operator of a watercraft involved in
a collision that results in a fatality and a toxicology
screen to be performed on the victims.
Highway Safety
House Bill 499 (Act 166) requires all passengers in a motor vehicle to
wear a seat belt.
Traffic/Bicycle Safety
House Bill 725 (Act 147)
requires motorists to keep a
safe distance between their
vehicles and bicyclists when passing and provides
for signage and a public awareness campaign.
Highways
House Bill 855 (Act 190) prohibits vehicles from
being driven in the left-hand lane on any multilane
highway except when directed otherwise, when
preparing for a left turn, when passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, or when
right-hand lanes are congested.
Ethics
House Bill 695 (Act 430) limits the amount of
contributions the person elected governor may accept after election day to $5,000 from any person.
Insurance
House Bill 333 (Act 134) provides for limitations on named-storm, hurricane, and wind and
hail deductibles.
House Bill 185 (Act 324) prohibits an insurer
from refusing to issue comprehensive or collision
coverage on a new vehicle to an existing automobile policyholder solely due to an impending tropical storm or hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico.
Liability/State of Emergency
Senate Bill 106 (Act 231) limits the civil liability
of health care providers and personnel during a declared emergency.
Fuels/Emergencies
House Bill 893 (Act 527) requires new or rebuilt
gas stations in the southern half of the state to have
installed alternate generated power equipment ca-

pable of operation during gubernatorially declared emergencies and
disasters.

Senate Bill 272 (Act 494) applies the current prohibition against
price gouging during a gubernatorially declared state of emergency to
the sale of gasoline.
Public Shelters
Senate Bill 279 (Act 353) authorizes parish emergency preparedness offices to request the use of schools, colleges, and other facilities
owned or leased by the state or local governments for use during an
emergency response.
Homestead/Seizures & Sales
House Bill 261 (Act 201) increases to $35,000 the homestead exemption from seizure and sale and prohibits the seizure of a homestead
because of a judgment for credit card debt.

Proposed Constitutional
Amendments
October 2, 2010, Ballot
Homeland Security
Senate Bill 209 would include all employ-

ees of the Governor’s Office of Homeland
Security and Emergency Preparedness in the unclassified service of
the state civil service.

Legislative Sessions
Senate Bill 5 would move the convening of the legislature in regular

sessions to the second Monday in March for even-numbered years and
April for odd-numbered years. The standard effective date of enacted
legislation would be August first.

Property Sales Tax
House Bill 509 would authorize a bidder at a tax sale to bid down

the existing 5% penalty in increments of one-tenth of 1%; require the
payment of penalties by a bidder at ad valorem property tax sales; and
require the payment of interest, penalties, and costs by a taxpayer who
is delinquent on the payment of taxes on movables.

November 2, 2010, Ballot
Severance Tax
House Bill 765 would decrease the amount of severance tax retained

by the state on natural resources other than sulphur, lignite, and timber and would increase the maximum amount remitted to the parish
governing authority where a severance occurs from $850,000 to $1.85
million for FY 2011-2012 and to $2.85 million thereafter.

Ad Valorem Taxes
House Bill 903 would further limit the power of taxing authorities

whose governing boards are not elected to increase millage rates without voter approval. Special fire protection or fire department districts;
ports, port harbor, and terminal districts; and millages levied by certain levee districts would be excluded from this limitation.

Salary Increases
Senate Bill 67 provides that any salary increase enacted by law, in-

cluding for statewide elected officials, members of the Public Service
Commission, and legislators, will not be implemented until a subsequent term of office.

